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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

October 6, 2020. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments are 
requested regarding whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of burden including 
the validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments regarding this information 
collection received by November 9, 
2020 will be considered. Written 
comments and recommendations for the 
proposed information collection should 
be submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 

displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Food Safety and Inspection Service 

Title: Accreditation of Laboratories, 
Transactions, and Exemptions. 

OMB Control Number: 0583–0082. 
Summary of Collection: The Food 

Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) has 
been delegated the authority to exercise 
the functions of the Secretary as 
provided in the Federal Meat Inspection 
Act (FMIA) (21 U.S.C. 601, et seq.), the 
Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA) 
(21 U.S.C. 451, et seq.), and the Egg 
Products Inspection Act (EPIA) (21 
U.S.C. 1031, et seq.). These statutes 
mandate that FSIS protect the public by 
ensuring that meat, poultry, and egg 
products are wholesome, not 
adulterated, and properly labeled and 
packaged. The Federal Meat Inspection 
Act (21 U.S.C. 642.), the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 460 
(b)) requires certain parties to keep 
records that fully and correctly disclose 
all transactions involved in their 
businesses related to relevant animal 
carcasses and part. FSIS requires FSIS 
accredited non-Federal analytical 
laboratories to maintain certain 
paperwork and records. FSIS will 
collect information using several FSIS 
forms. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
FSIS will collect information to ensure 
that all meat and poultry establishments 
produce safe, wholesome, and 
unadulterated product, and that non- 
federal laboratories accord with FSIS 
regulations. In addition, FSIS also 
collects information to ensure that meat 
and poultry establishments exempted 
from FSIS’s inspection do not 
commingle inspected and non-inspected 
meat and poultry products, and to 
ensure that retail firms qualifying for a 
retail store exemption and who have 
violated the provision of the exemption 
are no longer in violation. If the 
information was not collected or 
collected less frequently it would 
reduce the effectiveness of the meat and 
poultry inspection program. 

Description of Respondents: Business 
or other for-profit. 

Number of Respondents: 26,176. 
Frequency of Responses: 

Recordkeeping; Reporting: On occasion. 

Total Burden Hours: 113,471. 

Ruth Brown, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2020–22422 Filed 10–8–20; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–DM–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Tongass National Forest; Alaska; 
Greens Creek Mine North Extension 
Project 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
supplemental environmental impact 
statement. 

SUMMARY: In June 2020, the United 
States Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service (Forest Service), Tongass 
National Forest, received a proposal 
from Hecla Greens Creek Mining 
Company (HGCMC), the owner/operator 
of the Greens Creek Mine (Mine), to 
amend the 2013 General Plan of 
Operations. This proposed plan 
amendment as described in HGCMC’s 
proposed North Extension Project (NEP) 
would expand the disturbance area 
currently approved by the Forest 
Service under the 2013 Greens Creek 
Mine Tailings Disposal Facility 
Expansion FEIS. To assess HGCMC’s 
proposed NEP, the Forest Service will 
prepare a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS). This notice 
advises the public that the Tongass 
National Forest is gathering information 
necessary to prepare an SEIS to evaluate 
the effects of changing the Plan of 
Operations via HGCMC’s proposed NEP. 
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis must be received by 
November 23, 2020. The draft SEIS is 
expected October 2021, and the final 
SEIS is expected October 2022. 
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Tongass National Forest, Greens Creek 
NEP SEIS, 8510 Mendenhall Loop Rd., 
Juneau, Alaska 99801. Comments may 
also be sent via email to 
sm.fs.greenscreek@usda.gov, or via 
facsimile to 907–586–8808. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Basia Trout, Admiralty Island National 
Monument Ranger or Matthew Reece, 
Minerals Program Manager, Tongass 
National Forest at the Juneau Ranger 
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District, 8510 Mendenhall Loop Rd., 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 or by telephone at 
907–586–8800, between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m., Alaska Standard Time, 
Monday through Friday. 

Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern 
Time, Monday through Friday. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This SEIS 
will supplement the 2013 Greens Creek 
Mine Tailings Disposal Facility 
Expansion FEIS and the 1983 Greens 
Creek Mine FEIS and 2003 Greens Creek 
Tailings Disposal FEIS. Information 
from the previous documents will be 
brought forward into this SEIS as 
necessary. The previous FEIS’ along 
with other supporting documents are 
available at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/ 
project/?project=57306. 

Project Location: The mine property is 
located on Admiralty Island in the 
Tongass National Forest adjacent to the 
south side of Hawk Inlet. The mine is 
approximately 18 air miles southwest of 
Juneau and 43 air miles north of 
Angoon, Alaska. The site is currently 
accessible by floatplane, helicopter, or 
boat and is within the administrative 
boundary of the City and Borough of 
Juneau. The mine covers both private 
lands and National Forest System lands. 

Tongass Land and Resource 
Management Plan (Forest Plan): The 
primary land use designation in the 
Forest Plan for the project area of this 
proposal is Semi-remote Recreation, 
with the southern portion of the project 
area located in the Nonwilderness 
National Monument land use 
designation. 

Purpose and Need for Action 
The purpose of this SEIS is for the 

Forest Service to consider certain 
changes to the approved General Plan of 
Operations regarding tailings and waste 
rock disposal and related infrastructure. 
The proposed action is to extend the 
Tailings Disposal Facility footprint to 
provide for an additional four to five 
million tons of tailings and waste rock 
disposal capacity, in a manner that 
minimizes disturbance. To the extent 
practical, the extended footprint and 
new associated supporting 
infrastructure would be located on areas 
already disturbed and/or on areas 
immediately adjacent to existing 
disturbance. With continued positive 
exploration results, improved metal 
prices, and ongoing operational 
efficiencies, there is a need for 
additional tailings and waste rock 
disposal and related infrastructure at the 
Greens Creek Mine to allow for 

continuous site operations in a safe, 
environmentally sound, technically 
feasible, and economically viable 
manner, while being in compliance with 
regulatory requirements. 

Proposed Action 
HGCMC has proposed the North 

Extension Project to provide an 
additional estimated four to five million 
cubic yards of tailings and waste rock 
storage at the Greens Creek Tailings 
Disposal Facility, allowing the planned 
mineral production at the mine site to 
continue pursuant to applicable law and 
pre-existing rights beyond the year 
2031, when the current disposal 
capacity is expected to be exhausted. 
The proposal to expand the disturbance 
area authorized under the approved 
2013 General Plan of Operations 
includes the following main elements: 

• Avoid new Monument disturbance 
outside the existing Forest Service- 
approved HGCMC Lease Boundary 
(‘‘Lease Boundary’’) and minimizing 
disturbance to the portion of the 
Monument within the Lease Boundary; 

• Avoid direct disturbance to fish- 
bearing reaches of Tributary Creek; 

• Avoid construction of a new 
‘‘remote’’ Tailings Disposal Facility; 

• Continue the same or similar dry- 
stack tailings disposal method, which 
has been previously reviewed and 
approved by the Forest Service; 

• Extend the existing Tailings Stack 
in a manner that minimize disturbance. 
To the extent practical, locate the 
extended Tailings Stack and new 
associated supporting infrastructure on 
areas already disturbed and/or on areas 
immediately adjacent to existing 
disturbance. Where possible, use in- 
place infrastructure (roads, water 
treatment facilities, drainage control, 
etc.); 

• Minimize direct new disturbance to 
environmental resources and sensitive 
habitats, such as jurisdictional waters of 
the United States; 

• Consider closure and reclamation as 
part of design and operations; 

• Design and construct the TDF to be 
technically feasible and 
environmentally sound; 

• Comply with applicable federal, 
state and local legal and regulatory 
standards. 

In general, the NEP focuses on 
expansions of mine facilities presented 
in the 2013 General Plan of Operations. 
If approved, the NEP would be 
incorporated into the existing General 
Plan of Operations where changes are 
proposed; however, any items not 
discussed in the NEP would refer back 
to the approved Plan of Operations for 
resolution. 

Possible Alternatives 
A no-action alternative, which 

represents no changes to the approved 
2013 General Plan of Operations and 
serves as the baseline for the 
comparison among the action 
alternatives, will be analyzed in 
addition to the proposed action. An 
alternative to place additional tailings 
and waste rock in another location, 
outside the Monument, will also be 
considered. Comments received in 
response to this Notice of Intent may 
identify additional reasonable 
alternatives. 

Lead and Cooperating Agencies 
The USDA Forest Service is the lead 

agency for the proposed action and 
compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The 
Tongass National Forest has identified 
multiple agencies with special expertise 
with respect to the proposed action that 
could serve as cooperating agencies. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
special expertise with assessing impacts 
to waters of the United States, including 
wetlands; additionally, a Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act permit will be 
needed from this agency. From the State 
of Alaska, at least three departments 
could be cooperating agencies due to 
their expertise and involvement in 
evaluations for this type of permit 
application. These departments include 
the Alaska Departments of Fish and 
Game, Environmental Conservation, and 
Natural Resources. Locally, the City and 
Borough of Juneau could be a 
cooperating agency as the Mine is 
within its boundaries and it issues 
permits for certain facilities at the Mine. 
The Tongass National Forest will 
conduct an effort to formally identify 
cooperating agencies. 

Responsible Official 
The Responsible Official for the 

decision on this project is the Forest 
Supervisor, Tongass National Forest, 
Federal Building, 648 Mission Street, 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901. 

Nature of Decision To Be Made 
The Forest Supervisor is the 

Responsible Official for this action and 
will decide whether or not to amend the 
approved Plan of Operations. The 
decision will be based on information 
that is disclosed in the Final SEIS. The 
Responsible Official will consider the 
comments, responses, disclosure of 
environmental consequences, and 
applicable laws, regulations, and 
policies in making the decision and 
state the rationale in the Record of 
Decision. Based on the information in 
the Final SEIS and ROD, the U.S. Army 
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Corps of Engineers (USACE) will decide 
whether to issue a Clean Water Act, 
Section 404 individual Department of 
Army permit for placement of fill or 
dredge material in waters of the United 
States based on USACE’s determination 
of compliance with the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s 404(b)(1) 
Guidelines (40 CFR 230), including 
selection of the least environmentally 
damaging practicable alternative and the 
public interest review finding at 33 CFR 
320.4(a). 

Scoping Process 

This Notice of Intent initiates the 
scoping process, which guides the 
development of the SEIS through 
internal and external input on the 
issues, impacts, and alternatives to 
consider. The Forest Service will invite 
the public to participate in virtual 
scoping meetings in Angoon, Hoonah, 
and Juneau, Alaska. These meetings will 
be posted on the Forest’s website at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/ 
?project=57306 and will be advertised 
in the Juneau Empire and in the 
Ketchikan Daily News, the newspaper of 
record, to announce the date, time, 
place and purpose of the public scoping 
meetings. 

Forest Service regulations at 36 CFR 
218, subparts A and B, regarding the 
project-level predecisional 
administrative review process, apply to 
projects and activities implementing 
land management plans that are not 
authorized under the Healthy Forest 
Restoration Act. Only individuals or 
entities who submit timely and specific 
written comments concerning the 
project during this or another 
designated public comment period 
established by the Responsible Offical 
will be eligible to file on objection. It is 
important that reviewers provide their 
comments at such times and in such 
manner that they are useful to the 
agency’s preparation of the SEIS. 
Therefore, comments should be 
provided prior to the close of the 
comment period and should clearly 
articulate the reviewer’s concerns and 
contentions. 

Comments received in response to 
this solicitation, including names and 
addresses of those who comment, will 
be part of the public record for this 
proposed action. Comments submitted 
anonymously will be accepted and 
considered, however, anonymous 

commenters will not gain standing to 
object as defined in 36 CFR 218.2. 

Allen Rowley, 
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest 
System. 
[FR Doc. 2020–22440 Filed 10–8–20; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Information Collection: Assessing 
Technology Transfer Activities of the 
National Center for Reforestation, 
Nurseries, & Genetics Resources 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to conduct 
assessment of technology transfer 
activities by the National Center for 
Reforestation, Nursery, and Genetic 
Resources. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Forest Service is seeking comments 
from all interested individuals and 
organizations on the new information 
collection, Assessing Technology 
Transfer Activities of the National 
Center for Reforestation, Nurseries, & 
Genetics Resources. The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
United States Forest Service (Forest 
Service), National Center for 
Reforestation, Nursery, and Genetic 
Resources (RNGR) supports the 
production of native plant materials for 
reforestation and restoration activities 
throughout the Nation and its insular 
areas. RNGR transfers important, 
science-based information to the 
managers of Federal, State, Tribal, other 
government entities, and private 
nurseries and farms. 
DATES: Comments must be received in 
writing on or before December 8, 2020 
to be assured of consideration. 
Comments received after that date will 
be considered to the extent practicable. 
ADDRESSES: Comments concerning this 
notice should be addressed to Kasten 
Dumroese, USDA Forest Service, Rocky 
Mountain Research Station, 1221 South 
Main Street, Moscow, ID 83843. 

Comments also may be submitted via 
facsimile to 208–883–2318 or by email 
to: kas.dumroese@usda.gov. 

The public may inspect comments 
received at 1221 South Main Street, 
Moscow, ID 83843 during normal 
business hours. Visitors are encouraged 
to call ahead to 208–882–3557 to 
facilitate entry to the building. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kasten Dumroese, USDA Forest Service, 

Rocky Mountain Research Station, 
kas.dumroese@usda.gov or 208–883– 
2324. Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Relay 
Service (FRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
twenty-four hours a day, every day of 
the year, including holidays. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Assessing Technology Transfer 
Activities of the National Center for 
Reforestation, Nurseries, & Genetics 
Resources. 

OMB Number: 0596–NEW. 
Type of Request: NEW. 
Abstract: 

Purpose and Need for Action 
The Social and Economic Sciences 

Research Center (SESRC) at Washington 
State University will collaborate with 
RNGR to assess the current and future 
needs for information technology and 
services via a survey of nurseries and 
farms that produce native plant 
materials for reforestation and 
restoration throughout the U.S. This 
assessment will help RNGR better 
understand how these managers are 
using RNGR’s current products and if 
information can be shared more 
effectively and efficiently through new 
tools and techniques. 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, National 
Center for Reforestation, Nursery, and 
Genetic Resources (RNGR) supports the 
production of native plant materials for 
reforestation and restoration activities 
throughout the Nation and its insular 
areas. RNGR transfers important, 
science-based information through on- 
site visits, regional meetings, webinars, 
website, books, and newsletters to the 
managers of Federal, State, Tribal, other 
government entities, and private 
nurseries and farms that produce native 
plant materials for reforestation and 
restoration. 

Because of the rapid changes in 
technology and the ways 
communication now occurs, RNGR 
seeks to better understand how these 
managers are using RNGR’s current 
products and if information can be 
shared more effectively and efficiently 
through new tools and techniques. In 
addition, RNGR desires to focus 
technology transfer on issues pertinent 
to the managers’ emerging needs. 

The Washington State University, 
Social and Economic Sciences Research 
Center will design a survey and collect 
information through a mail and web 
survey of the approximately 1,200 
managers of Federal, State, Tribal, other 
government entities, and private 
nurseries and farms that produce native 
plant materials for reforestation and 
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